
Saginaw Arts & Enrichment Commission 
Commission Meeting 

January 21, 2021 
 
Present:  Craig Bell, Marsha Braun, Kathy Couillard, Stephanie Domina, Nancy 
Koepke, Thor Rasmussen, Thelma Ruffin, Sonia Severin, Pat Shelly, Joe Turner 
 
Absent:  William Ewald, Dawn Goodrow, Kristin Karwat, Suzanne Mason, Kujuanna 
Ray, Suzanne Skrelunas, Burris Smith, Bill Keys, Les Tincknell 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Thor Rasmussen called the meeting to order at 4 p.m. Joe Turner moved to 
accept the October meetings as printed. Craig Bell seconded. Motion passed. 
 

Art Update 
Nancy Koepke reported she had visited the Castle Museum which is open and is 
showing an exhibit of old movie posters. Nancy also reported that Fashion Square 
Cinema is open on weekends. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Nancy Koepke reported income of $6,654.25 and expenses and expenses of $8,731.51 
for the month of November. She also reported income of $74,125.61 for the month of 
December and expenses of $41,267.10. She explained that the regranting funds from 
MCACA came in and went out in December. Kathy Couillard moved to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report. Stephanie Domina seconded. Motion passed.  
 

Nominating 
Nancy Koepke reported that Bill Keyes has joined the Commission filling the vacancy 
left by Audrey Lewis. Bill  has a law degree from University of Michigan and also owns 
Country Club Cleaners in Saginaw Township. 
 

Youth Outreach 
Marsha Braun reported that we are talking to Mary Fives about offering some virtual 
classes for kids. She also explained that we plan to partner with Zauel and Hoyt 
Libraries to support their programs which offer art kits for kids to take home and make 
art. Nancy reported that we hired Midland actress/singer, Natalie Slawnyk, to perform as 
Elsa from Frozen at the Barnes and Noble/TJ Maxx shopping center in Saginaw 
Township during the busy holiday shopping season. 
 
 



Minigrants 
Marsha reported that we continue to administer the minigrant program for the state for 8 
counties in mid Michigan. We have $42,000 in project grants and $10,000 in POD 
grants to distribute in 2021 New this year, we have been asked to administer the 
schools grants.  
 

Artist Mixer 
Thor explained that Covid is interrupting our ability to hold these artist get togethers. As 
soon as we are able this event will resume. 
 

Art @ Andersen 
Marsha reported that the photo exhibit Through our Lens is on display for the rest of the 
month.  The exhibit is from the group which Howard Sharper organized before his 
passing. A new show will go up February 1st highlighting artwork from Bethlehem 
Lutheran and Holy Cross Schools.  
 

Hollyday Art Mart 
Marsha Braun announced that we pivoted from Hollyday Fair to Hollyday Art Mart in 
December. Art Mart was a month long art fair and featured arts and crafts from the 
vendors who normally attend Hollyday Fair. It was a grand success and we sold a lot of 
artwork for our artists. Gift Gallery sales were up 1,000% for the year.   
 

Chair Report 
Chair Thor expressed how happy he was to see everyone and reminded the group that 
they are the eyes and ears for the arts community as well as a force for great good 
through the arts. He reminded the group that an arts leader should see how things can 
be improved and rally people to move toward that better vision.  
 

Marketing Director’s Report 
Marsha reported that she and Nancy have been making plans for 2021 and want to 
make All Area Arts Awards happen this year. We won’t be able to have 200 inside per 
Covid restrictions and will most likely hold the event outside. Marsha plans to get her 
planning committee together to discuss. 
 

Adjournment 
With no further business to discuss, Pat Shelley moved to adjourn the meeting at 5 pm. 
Sonia Severin seconded. Motion passed. 
 
 
 



 


